Country Lane Tours
(Teithiau Lonydd Gwledig)
Tirionfa, Bodfari Road, Llandyrnog, Denbigh, North Wales,
Great Britain, LL16 4HP.
Tel/Fax: 01824 790280. E-Mail: Countrylanetours@gmail.com
Classic car and corporate events arranged throughout Europe
‘It is not the cheaper things that we want to possess, but expensive things that cost a lot less’ – John Ruskin

TOURS UPDATE – NOVEMBER 30th
Firstly I hope everyone has been able to keep the virus at bay and are now
looking forward to seeing the end of 2020 and, with a vaccine looming,
2021 should herald a new start and relief from the restrictions.
I started the year confidently, little knowing what was to be in store, and
completed the Chateaux, Champagne and Circuits route final recce on
March 9th. A fortnight later we were in lockdown!
Of course nobody realised then how things would pan out and I
optimistically believed it'd be over by Christmas. With that in mind I
thought
I'd
arrange
another Christmas party at
the Metropole, in the
Victorian Spa Town of
Llandrindod Wells, to
boost moral, and thirtyseven rooms were taken
up. The latest rules sadly
killed the event, but, if
you fancy a weekend
break, or in fact a
midweek break, early next
year in rural Mid-Wales, then the hotel has kindly arranged a special rate
for Country Lane Tours. Book direct with the hotel by simply calling Greg
on 01597 828555 or emailing gl@metropole.co.uk and saying you are a
Country Lane Tours client. I've been arranging events at this lovely familyrun hotel for forty years and of course those of you who have been to any
of those events need no introduction to the excellent food and friendly
atmosphere. Instructions for scenic drives in the area will be available at
reception - just ask.
So......................taking a positive view of the future the schedule is as
follows:

2021
12th Credit Crunch Special, April 25th - 27th (28th). The ever popular
event, postponed from this year, is based this time on the Welsh border at

Weston Rhyn. There's the usual packed itinerary, with visits to Powys
Castle, Rhaeadr waterfall (one of the seven wonders of Wales),
Cloverdale Toy Museum, Andrew Logan Museum, British Ironwork
Centre, Lake Vyrnwy (above), and Kerry Vale vineyard for a tasting.
Currently seventy-five cars entered so very limited availability.
Chateaux, Champagne & Circuits, June 5th - 19th. Visiting various
historic racing circuits
through France, staying at
several
chateaux,
and
taking in a guided tour of
Mercier
champagne
caverns, this is a unique
event. There's some great
scenery, and, of course,
varied other attractions to see and enjoy. Twenty-two cars currently
booked.
Portmeirion July 4th - 8th.
This event came about at the
request of people who had
taken part on the last Dragon
Trail where there was a twonight stay here. The location is
magical and each day includes
great
driving
roads,
spectacular scenery, and visits
to numerous varied attractions, including the summit of Snowdon by steam
railway. Currently thirty-two cars booked and very limited availability.

September 3rd - 14h.(Provisional) Northern Ireland & Isle of Man.
This is an entirely new one-off event, still in planning stages. Starting with
a dinner in North Wales we set off the
following morning and catch the Holyhead Dublin ferry, before travelling up to
Newcastle, County Down. The world famous
Mount Stewart House and gardens is the first
stop next day and then we'll be based in
Belfast to take in the Titanic museum and
various other attractions, including the
spectacular North Antrim coast, the Giant's
Causeway, and Old Bushmills Distillery.
Catching a morning ferry to Douglas, Isle of
Man, you get a chance to drive the TT circuit,
savour the scenery, and once more there are amazing places to visit,
including the Laxey Wheel. The tour finishes with the morning ferry from
Douglas to Heysham.
December 3rd, 4th, 5th.
Christmas party Metropole,
Llandrindod Wells. This time
the event will go ahead I'm sure
and it'll be a chance for everyone
to enjoy a convivial get together.
If you didn't make it during the
year, and even if you did, it's the
opportunity to catch up with
friends and maybe take an
excursion or two around the quiet country roads. The Elan Valley
reservoirs and dams being a must!

2022
Credit Crunch April 24th, 25th, 26th (27th). The original planned
events for 2021 have been shunted into 2022 and the
first one is the 13th Credit Crunch, based at the Ramside
Hotel, Durham. Of course this was already mostly sorted
before Dominic Cummings decided to visit Barnard
Castle in order to test his eyesight! Suffice to say on a
trip to liaise with my hotel contact I couldn't resist
checking I didn't need a glasses change!
During the stay we'll be visiting the Angel of the North,
Beamish museum, Locomotion, the Bowes Museum,
and, of course, picturesque Barnard Castle where we
visit the car restoration business Carrossarie. Eye test not obligatory!

7th Viking Tour, May 18th - 31st. This follows the pattern of previous
Viking Tours, with one of the
highlights being the Tjoloholm
Castle Classic Show (dvd
available on request) outside
Gothenburg where over a
thousand classic cars from all
over Scandinavia gather each
May. Our hotel in the city is a
converted 18th century brewery
overlooking the harbour and it's
just a few yards from the waterbus stop where you can travel to the centre.
Spectacular scenic roads, skirting
fjords and ascending passes, dominate
the tour. There are too many
attractions to list here but just a few of
the main ones are a guided tour of
Gothenburg by vintage tram, visits to
both Volvo and Saab museums as
well as a tour of the Volvo factory,
and a trip on the incredible Flam
railway. The full schedule is available
and priority list open.
September (date to be formalised) South Coast and the Isle of Wight.
Another entirely new tour, based between the Master Builders Hotel right
in the middle of the Maritime Museum at Beaulieu and a yet to be
arranged hotel on the island. Of course we'll be visiting the National Motor
Museum but also the Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, which houses the
Mary Rose (raised from the Solent after 400 years in the mud!), the
Victory, and much more. Due to the limited size of the Master Builders the
entry is restricted to twenty-five
cars so priority list is now open.
If you're interested in any of
the tours please get in touch
and I'll send full details. Of
course you're welcome to give
me a call if you have any
queries.
Speaking to regulars already booked on various tours it seems
everyone is bored and raring to go the moment restrictions allow!

